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Abstract description (EN):

This article argues that experiences of, and attitudes towa

rds, online communities are deeply embedded in understandings of masculinity, the
perceived character of t

he Internet, and changes in the roles of the patient and the expert within
decision-making processes. Draw

ing on the accounts of a group of Australian men with prostate cancer and prostate
cancer specialists, thi

s qualitative study explores experiences of online support groups.Results point to
three unexplored and im

portant factors influencing how both patients and clinicians perceive and experience
online support. Firs

t, online support groups provide some men with a method of managing constraints
posed by dominant constru

ctions of masculinity within their experiences of prostate cancer, allowing for
increased sharing and inti

macy by limiting inhibitions associated with face-to-face encounters. However, other
men view online suppo
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rt groups as havens for deception and misinformation, and computer-mediated
communication as a highly probl

ematic form of social interaction. Finally, this article shows how some medical
specialists experience onli

ne support groups as a threat to their expert status and control over
decision-making processes, out

lining the nature and possible implications of their responses to this threat.
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